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according to the Federal census for 1930.
Providence has a favorable situation at the
head of a tidal arm of Narragansett Bay,
known as Providence River. It is thirty-five
miles north of the open sea, forty-four miles
southwest of Boston and 190 miles northeast
of New York. It enjoys steamer connection
with the chief Atlantic ports of the United
States, and has adequate railroad facilities,
being served "by the New York, New Haven
& Hartford Railroad and numerous electric
lines. There are three airports.
General Description. Like ancient Rome,
the city is built on seven hills, the highest
elevation attaining an altitude of 200 feet.
This ridge, which is the dividing line between
the Seekonk and Providence river valleys,
is the site of the campus of Brown University.
Because of the peculiarity of its site, the
outline of the city is very irregular. The
sides and summits of the hills are covered
with beautiful dwellings, some of them dat-
ing from colonial times, while the business
part of the city is on the lower land along
the river and bay. In the older part of the
city the streets, like those of Boston, are
narrow and crooked. There are over forty
public parks, whose combined area is 650
acres. The most important of these is Roger
Williams Park, on the south side. This con-
tains a statue of Roger Williams and has a
fine system of boulevards, besides gardens and
lakes. In front of the city hall is a soldiers'
and sailors' monument, and near it is a statue
of Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside.
Buildings and Institutions. The most im-
portant public buildings are the state eapi-
tol, constructed of marble and granite, the
Federal building, the county courthouse, the
city hall, the public library, the Athenae-
um, the Union Railway Station and a num-
ber of office buildings, including the Turks
Head building, the Rhode Island Hospital
Trust building, and the Industrial Trust
building. Churches of interest because of
their historical associations are the First
Baptist Church, connected with Brown Uni-
versity; Saint John's Church, one of the
oldest Episcopal churches in New England,
and the Beneficent Congregational Church.
The educational institutions include Brown
University (which see), the Friends' School,
the Rhode Island College of Education, Provi-
dence College, and the Rhode Island School
of Design. The leading charitable and phil-
anthropic institutions are the Butler Hospital
 for the Insane, the Rhode Island Hospital,
Rhode Island Homeopathic Hospital, Saint
Joseph's Hospital, the Dexter Asylum for the
Poor and the state institution for the deaf.
The Rhode Island Historical Society occupies
a fine building of brick and granite and has a
valuable library. In addition to this are the
Providence Public Library, the Athenaeum
Library, and the John Hay and John Carter
Brown libraries of Brown University.
Commerce and Manufacture. Providence
is one of the most important industrial cen-
ters of New England. Chief among its manu-
facturing enterprises are those devoted to the
manufacture of jewelry and allied products.
Closely associated with the jewelry industries
is the manufacture of silverware. In both of
these industries Providence ranks among the
leading cities of the United States. It is also
the leading city in the manufacture of files
and screws, and other manufactures include
worsteds, woolen goods, cotton goods, rubber
goods, machine tools, machinery and
stoves. Dyeing and bleaching are also of
considerable importance. The city and the
state, with the aid of the Federal Govern-
ment, have had the harbor deepened and a
straight thirty-foot channel dredged to deep
water. The city built a quay 3,000 feet
long in thirty feet of water at mean low
tide, equipped with complete freight handling
apparatus and railroad connections. Foreign
trade is being encouraged in every way, and
is rapidly developing.
History. Providence was settled in 1636
by Roger Williams, and is noted as the first
settlement in New England in which religious
freedom was guaranteed the inhabitants. Wil-
liams named the place Providence in recogni-
tion of his providential escape from the perils
of the wilderness on his journey from Sal em,
Mass. It was also here that the first Baptist
church in America was founded. The settle-
ment grew slowly, and at the end of the first
century of its existence, it numbered scarcely
4,000 inhabitants. In 1676, during King
Philip's War, the Indians attacked the town,
burning over one-third of its houses. In
1815 part of the town was flooded during a
great storm. After this, however, the place
prospered, and was incorporated as a city in
1832. Population, 1920, 237,595; in 1930,
252,981, a gain of 6.5 per cent.
PROVINCE, prov'ins, a geographical di-
vision of the Dominion of Canada similar in
character and powers to a state of the United

